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METHADONE TAKE-HOME PRIVLEGES: SECURITY and RESTRICTED ACCESS 
Take-home doses are a patient privilege, which carries a significant 
responsibility.  The privilege of take-home medication will reflect the AMT 
program’s expectation for abstinence from illicit drugs, for continued program 
compliance and the ability to handle and store prescribed take home doses of 
methadone. 

Patients, who are authorized to have methadone doses on their possession as per 
the AMT program physician orders, must keep their methadone in a secure 
locking box and within an area of the THU or residential program where there 
is restricted access by others.  This can be in a dedicated patient locker, a 
locking cabinet/footlocker in the patient’s room, a locking nightstand, etc.  
Methadone may not be held for the patient by THU or residential program staff 
as they may do for other types of medications.  

 
A.  Prior to receiving the first step each patient who becomes eligible for 

take-home medication will be given verbal and written instructions about 
how to care for and safeguard the medication, the potentially lethal 
implications of methadone for children and non-tolerant adults, and the 
serious responsibility of the privilege.  An AMT staff member and the 
patient will sign and date the Methadone Take-Home Policy Receipt; the 
patient will receive a copy of the Policy on State and Program 
Requirements for Methadone Take-Home Privileges and the Take-Home 
Receipt form.   

 
B.  The patient will provide a secure locking box that must be locked each 

time take-home medication is provided by the program.   
 
C.  Lock boxes may not be accessed and opened for the patient by THU or 

Residential program staff.  The patient is the only person who can access 
and handle their methadone medication. 
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