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When a client first enters the DADS Adult System of Care, they receive a brief 
Drug and Alcohol Screening through Gateway or one of the Satellite Sites 
(Detox, Dependency Drug TX Court).  They are then referred to Detox, 
Residential or Outpatient treatment (with clarification as to whether clients need 
Perinatal and/ or Addiction Medicine Therapy services.) 
  
When a client enters treatment they are given a thorough treatment assessment 
by a clinician.  The American Society of Addiction Medicine (ASAM) Patient 
Placement Criteria for Substance-Related Disorders, Second Edition-Revised 
(PPC-2R), is used by clinicians throughout the System as the basis for making 
client placement decisions.   
 
Clinical staff reviews the placement decision made by Gateway to ensure the 
client is in the appropriate Level of Care (LOC).  If it is found that the client’s 
individual needs would be better served at a different Level of Care, the 
clinician will make arrangements to refer the client to the proper placement. 
(See P&P 121 for WTT Referral and P&P 200 for Level of Care transfer.) 
 
Use the ASAM PPC-2R Manual when making client placement decisions.  If 
unsure about proper placement for a client, consult with the on-site clinical lead 
or clinical supervisor and/or clinical case conference team.  If a decision still 
cannot be made, the clinical lead/supervisor may consult with the QI Division. 
 
Additional factors to consider related to residential placement 
Clients with out of county court dates: 
• Are encouraged to request the court or probation to delay out of county 

appearances until the client has transitioned out of residential. 
• If an out of county court refuses such a request, the program will work 

with the client to obtain safe transportation, i.e., a family member with 
valid registration and license. 

• Any client that has frequent appointments off site and misses treatment 
activities on a regular basis may be referred to outpatient who can support 
those activities more easily. 

 
Additional facts to consider when assessing criminal justice referred clients: 
Occasionally, there are some concerns about representatives from the criminal 
justice system requesting levels of care that the client does not meet criteria 
for.  If a client reports and is determined by a DADS Counselor to have no 
AOD issues or concerns, refer the client to an Outpatient Psycho-Education 
Group, prevention services or other community resources.  If the client, who 
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does not meet clinical criteria for placement is on Parole, refer the client back 
to his/her parole officer.  If the criminal justice representative has concerns 
about the clinical decisions that are made by DADS screeners or clinicians, the 
representative should be referred to the DADS Quality Improvement Division 
or the Clinical Standards Coordinator. 
 

 
 Application of the ASAM PPC-2R Manual within the System 
 
Within the System at present, some levels of care depicted in the ASAM PPC-
2R Manual are combined into one treatment setting, some are known to the 
System by a different name, and some are not available in the System at this 
time.  For details, see “Adult Admission Criteria Summary” (Attachment A) and 
“Levels of Care Conversion List" (Attachment B). 
 
When a client needs a level of care that is not available in the System at this 
time, such as partial hospitalization or medically monitored Intensive Inpatient 
Treatment, refer the client to the most appropriate level available, if appropriate 
or give community referrals.  Note on the Welcome to Tx (WTT) Assessment 
Form or the Continuum of Care if applicable, the reason the client was referred 
to a different level of care. 
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